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irremediably weakened from within, and subject to the
Porte and its Pashas from without, the Maronites have
talked much, intrigued much, and done nothing.

The Maronites of our day may best be divided into
three classes; namely, the clergy (monks included), the
townsmen, and the peasants. Of the so-called Princes
or Ameers, the descendants of Shehab and Lama', the
newly-adopted Maronites, we will say nothing. 'Non
ragionar di lor, ma guarda e passa;' the nobility of
their origin may be allowed to cast a veil of decent
silence over their present degeneracy, As for the
Sheykhs, Khaziri, Hobeysh, Kerem, or others, they shall
be considered under the class of peasants from whom
they derive, and amongst whom they find their proper
place.

And first, the clergy: that is, the patriarch, the
bishops, the parish-priests, and the monks. All these,
partly owing to the circumstances under which Maro-
nite nationality first came into existence, partly to the
superstitious character of the Syro-Chaldseans them-
selves, exercise in Lebanon an authority after which an
Innocent III. may have aspired, but never attained.
Nor do they either serve God or man for nought. On
every pleasant hill of Lebanon, in every fruitful valley,
the first object that attracts the traveller's notice is for
certain an episcopal residence, a snug convent, or a
comfortable priest's house; the fattest olive-groves, the
most generous vineyards, the choicest tobacco-fields,
the good of the land is theirs; and one-fourth of the
Maronite territory is, at the most modest computation,
the patrimony of the Church. No roof covers better
furnished apartments, no vaults hold goodlier stores,
than those of His Holiness the Patriarch; whether he
descend to his winter residence at Zook, or refresh his
wearied sanctity in the summer coolness of his palace